
 
CANDIDATE QUESTIONNAIRE 

 
PLEASE RETURN BY TUESDAY, JULY 17, 2012 

 
The mission of the Rhode Island Chapter of the National Organization for Women (RI NOW) is to take action to bring women 
into full participation in all aspects of public and private life without experiencing barriers based on gender. It is our core belief 
that, in order for women to be full participants in our society, we must: 1) have both the right and the access to a full range of 
reproductive health care options, 2) have equal opportunity on the road to economic prosperity regardless of our gender or our 
race or ethnicity, 3) be free to marry whomever we love, and 4) have the right to live a life free of violence from intimate 
partners, estranged partners, strangers or others.  
 
The RI NOW PAC seeks to elect candidates who share our vision for a more just society for women. It is our first priority to 
increase the number of women in positions of power who can work directly to improve the status of women in society. 
However, in races where there is no progressive female candidate, the RI NOW PAC seeks to identify and support our male 
allies. If you are interested in being considered for endorsement, please complete this candidate questionnaire and return it to 
us by mailing it to RI NOW PAC, PO Box 8413, Warwick, RI 02818. If you would prefer to submit this questionnaire 
electronically, you may download it at www.rinow.org/pac. (Please save the file with your name as the file name, and email 
your completed form to pac@rinow.org.) For questions, please call RI NOW PAC Chair Carolyn Mark at 401-862-0354. 
 
 

Candidate Name: Party Affiliation: 

Name of Candidate Committee: 

Address: Phone: 

Email: 

Office Sought: 

Opponents in Primary: 

Opponents in General Election: 

Incumbent? Yes/No  

Campaign Manager: Phone: 

Email: 

Group, club or other organizational affiliations: 
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1) Do you support a woman's constitutionally protected right to choose a legal abortion? 
 
q YES q NO q UNSURE q WOULD LIKE TO DISCUSS 
 
2) Would you actively oppose attempts to undermine Roe v Wade, including efforts to elevate the legal status of a 
fetus, and oppose additional restrictions on abortion services such as: additional state mandated counseling, the 
mandatory use of ultrasound prior to abortion, or the required review of biased materials aimed at dissuading 
women from choosing abortion? 
 
q YES q NO q UNSURE q WOULD LIKE TO DISCUSS 
 
3) The Affordable Care Act allows states to expand family planning services to low-income women who would, if 
pregnant, be eligible for Medicaid. Would you support efforts to expand family planning services in Rhode Island, 
which would result in significant financial savings by helping to reduce the number of unwanted pregnancies? 
 
q YES q NO q UNSURE q WOULD LIKE TO DISCUSS 
 
4) Do you support efforts to ensure that age-appropriate, medically accurate comprehensive health education, 
including sex education, is provided in grades K-12 in Rhode Island public schools? 
 
q YES q NO q UNSURE q WOULD LIKE TO DISCUSS 
 
5) Do you support legal marriage for same-sex couples? 
 
q YES q NO q UNSURE q WOULD LIKE TO DISCUSS 
 
6) Will you actively oppose efforts to violate the separation of church and state, such as attempts to codify in law 
the religious views of a particular group, whether pertaining to abortion, contraception, or LGBT civil rights? 
 
q YES q NO q UNSURE q WOULD LIKE TO DISCUSS 
 
7) According to the US Census Bureau 2010 American Community Survey, women in Rhode Island made 80 cents 
on the dollar compared to men (when comparing full-time, full-year workers 16 and older). African-American 
women made 62 cents on the dollar, and Hispanic women made 44 cents on the dollar. This wage gap is attributed 
to several factors: 1) most women still work in occupations that historically pay less than positions held by men, 2) 
women tend to have more disruptions in their work history due to traditional family roles, and 3) some women still 
experience direct wage discrimination in the workplace. Do you agree that there is a role for public policy to play in 
helping to close the wage gap, including developing programs to help women get into nontraditional jobs, 
providing additional supports to families such as paid family leave and child care assistance, and ensuring that 
employers don’t discriminate based on gender? 
 
q YES q NO q UNSURE q WOULD LIKE TO DISCUSS 
 
8) Over one-quarter (26%) of female-headed households in Rhode Island live below the poverty level – more than 
double that of male-headed households.  Currently, the RI works program (the state’s cash assistance program) has 
two time limits – an interim 24 month time limit and a lifetime limit of 48 months. When low-income women reach 
the 24 month time limit, they are required to file, and state workers must process, additional paperwork to receive 
continued assistance. Would you support streamlining the process by eliminating the two-tiered time limit and 
instead having one 48 month limit? 
 
q YES q NO q UNSURE q WOULD LIKE TO DISCUSS 
 
9) Currently, low-income working parents stop receiving the program's childcare subsidy after their income reaches 
180% of the federal poverty level. Many beneficiaries report foregoing higher-paying job opportunities in order to 
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keep their childcare. Would you support raising the childcare subsidy eligibility limit to 225% of the poverty level 
so that low-income women can pursue the types of employment opportunities that will allow them and their 
families to move out of poverty? 
 
q YES q NO q UNSURE q WOULD LIKE TO DISCUSS 
 
10) States around the country are seeking to implement immigration reform. According to the Immigration Policy 
Center, women are distinctly harmed by heightened enforcement of immigration laws at the state level. Abusers, 
traffickers, and exploitative employers keep immigrant women from seeking local law-enforcement protection by 
convincing them that police officers will seek to have victims deported rather than protect them. Would you oppose 
state level efforts to implement or enforce immigration laws that would jeopardize the health and safety of women? 
 
q YES q NO q UNSURE q WOULD LIKE TO DISCUSS 
 
11) Do you support affirmative action? 
 
q YES q NO q UNSURE q WOULD LIKE TO DISCUSS 
 
12) Most states designate part of their marriage license fees to fund services related to domestic violence. Would 
you support raising the cost of a marriage license in Rhode Island (currently $24) to create dedicated funding for 
domestic violence prevention? 
 
q YES q NO q UNSURE q WOULD LIKE TO DISCUSS 
 
13) In child custody cases, do you think that there should be a rebuttable presumption* that abusers should not have 
custody of their children? (*A rebuttable presumption is an assumption made by a court, one that is taken to be true 
unless someone comes forward to contest it and prove otherwise.) 
 
q YES q NO q UNSURE q WOULD LIKE TO DISCUSS 
 
14) Last year, less than 1% of batterers charged with a domestic violence misdemeanor received any jail time for 
their crime. Do you think that domestic violence offences should be treated more seriously? 
 
q YES q NO q UNSURE q WOULD LIKE TO DISCUSS 
 
15) The lowest income Rhode Islanders pay almost twice as much of their income towards taxes as the wealthiest 
one percent.  In 2010, the state’s personal income tax structure was overhauled, and the top marginal tax rate was 
reduced from 9.9 percent to 5.99 percent.  Do you support a modest increase (e.g., 2-3%) in the tax rate that highest 
income households pay in Rhode Island in order to make the tax structure more equitable and raise the revenue 
necessary to fund vital public services? 
 
q YES q NO q UNSURE q WOULD LIKE TO DISCUSS 
 
16) Rhode Island forgoes more than $1.67 billion each year through 227 tax expenditures, including tax credits, 
exemptions, deductions and exclusions that reduce the tax liability of certain individuals and firms.  Do you support 
requiring that existing tax expenditures be reviewed on a regular basis to determine whether they are benefitting 
Rhode Island taxpayers and/or the economy, and that any new tax expenditure have a stated purpose, set of 
performance measures, and sunset date attached to it? 
 
q YES q NO q UNSURE q WOULD LIKE TO DISCUSS 
 

(Additional comments welcome and signature requested on next page.) 
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 Additional Comments 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 

 

 

 
Declaration: I stand behind my answers to these questions. I understand that my answers are the basis for the RI NOW 
PAC’s decision to endorse my candidacy, and that they may be made public to RI NOW members and allies. 
 
Candidate’s Signature: 
 

Date: 
 
 

 
 

THANK YOU! 


